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T (RCT @4 Political Ideologies T AT @ 2R ferrdt=A: “Susan
Brownmiller’s ‘Against Our Will” (1975) emphasized that men dominate women
through a process of physical and sexual abuse. Men have created an ‘ideology of
rape’, which amounts to a ‘conscious process of intimidation by which all men
keep all women in a state of fear”. Brownmiller argued that men rape because they
can, because they have the ‘biological capacity to rape’, and that even men who do
not rape nevertheless benefit from the fear and anxiety that rape provokes amongst

all women.” '
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to show the political nature of areas of life that have hitherto been deemed personal,
and to challenge male power by naming it.”
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“Millett argued that in all known societies, the relationship between the sexes has
been based on power, and that, it is therefore political. This power takes the form
_of'ma‘le domination over women in all areas of life, and it is so universal, so
ubiquitous and so complete that it appears ‘natural’. The patriarchal power of men
over women is maintained by a process of socialization which begins in the family
and 15 reinforced by education, literature and religion; it also rests upon economic
exploitation and, ultimately, force (particularly sexual violence and rape).” fiEres
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FECE ¢ “...this must be combined with the understanding that complex issues
cannot be reduced to simple cause, and that patriarchy cannot be isolated from
other forms of inequality and oppression.”
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clear understanding of the world from which we can all learn.”
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approach would allow women to unite on some demands, but would also give them
scope to ally themselves with men of their own race or class on other issues.”
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